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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Paufve | dance presents 

XO: eXquisite Orientation 
a new dance by Randee Paufve and Collaborators 

September 15-17, Fri & Sat @8pm, Sun @7pm and September 21-23 Thurs-Sat @8pm 
Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama St, San Francisco, CA 94110 

Tickets are $25 General, $22 Student/Working Artist 
Tickets: www.joegoode.org Website: www.paufvedance.org 

 
XO is an evening of dance woven from archetypal imagery, the powerful vocabularies of 
the collaborating artists, and the need to tap into narratives inside and outside ourselves in 
order to move through the current times. XO is an evening of dances by tender men - 
Princes and Lovers, and powerful women - Queens, Witches, Mothers, Warriors.  XO is 
a cauldron of gorgeous power, upending and mending, a mythical series of dances to help 
us navigate the new world order.  
 
XO begins in the aftermath. We watch the breakdown of an “ideal” relationship (“Dream 
Dressed as a Husband”, created by Nol Simonse, performed by Randee Paufve and Nol 
Simonse), and sense an impending shift in the status quo. From the rupture in one 
archetypal relationship emerges a series of solos and small dances choreographed by 
Paufve (“Queen”, “Gestural Migration”, “Mother”, “Witch”, “Warrior”), which help 
guide our way through a new day. The final men’s duet (“Touch Faith”) offers a 
reimagined relationship, a way of relating that is tender and healing, though not fully 
reconciled or known. The epilogue (“Moon/Shadow”) is a call to the community of 
dancers and artists to gather together, an invitation to gaze at the same moon; to see, hear, 
and be in this new world. 
 
Support for XO comes from a NEW Program grant from the Kenneth Rainin Foundation, 
a Zellerbach Family Community Arts Grant, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
and Dancers’ Group CA$H grant program. 
 
 
Artistic Collaborators: 
Randee Paufve, producer, director, 
choreographer, dancer 

 
Karla Quintero, dancer 

Nol Simonse, choreographer and dancer Nadhi Thekkek, dancer 
Crystaldawn Bell, dancer Mechelle Tunstall, dancer 
Anna Greenberg, dancer Lauren Elder, set design 
Rogelio Lopez, dance, costume designer Kaveri Seth, lighting design 
Andrew Merrell, dancer Beth Harris, dramaturge, performance 

coach 
Juliana Monin, dancer  Peter Whitehead, composer 
 



 
The Dances: 
Dream Dressed as a Husband, the breaking of relationship, an afterlife performed by 
Randee Paufve and Nol Simonse; dancers dancing alone, together, apart through issues of 
intimacy, death and the afterlife. Tender, Heavy, Raucous.   
 
Queen, a nod to Hillary Clinton and other recipients of bitch-mongering, performed by 
Crystaldawn Bell, distilling iconic stereotypes of women and power/powerlessness, 
deconstructing vocabularies of classical ballet gestures, voguing, posturing.  Minimal, 
Dense, Virtuosic, Subtle. 
 
Gestural Migration, a Bharata Natyam-meets-modern dance incantation performed by 
Nadhi Thekkek, signaling the sun to rise, the start of a day, the start of our work; 
particularly the work of women. Restrained, Sustained, Incandescent.   
 
Mother, a movement mandala performed by Juliana Monin, tapping into the pain, joy and 
resilient strength of our visceral connection to the earth via the power of mother as a life 
bearing vessel. Cataclysmic, Exuberant. 
 
Witch, a rapture performed by Anna Greenburg, upending notions of aggressive, power-
wielding women as nasty women, of witches, of women, as ugly, ravaged or scary; 
women as wielding false power.  Sticky and Hovering, Regurgitated, Vibratory. 
 
Warrior, performed by Mechelle Tunstall. Warrior is the end of war, of the breaking, she 
emerges from the chaos as our new hope.  She is Joan of Arc, the Archer, Katniss, 
Artemis, Diana, a benevolent vigilante.  She is listening.  Deer, Daughter, Protector, 
Archive. 
 
Touch Faith, performed by Andrew Merrell and Rogelio Lopez, provoking ideas about 
empathy and the phenomenological paradox of touching and being touched.  Princes and 
Lovers; this dance is the evolution, the solution, the resolve, the becoming, the hope, the 
healing of relationship. Vulnerable, Resilient.  
 
Moon/Shadow, performed by Karla Quintero. Fleeting movement of shadows that 
multiply and distort our perceptions. Waxing. Flitting. Shimmering. This dance summons 
the community to come together under the moonlight, to see, to hear, to be, to dance.    
 
Paufve | dance Mission & History 
Founded in 2002, Paufve | dance (PD) is driven by the conviction that dance has the 
power to illuminate every aspect of the human condition.  Choreographer Randee Paufve 
makes dances that uncover the poetry of motion and the meaning behind it.  The work 
straddles the gap between the technical body and the everyday body, pushing a 
choreographic craft that embraces stark form and wild fever.  For each project Paufve 
convenes a diverse group of skilled dancers and collaborating artists willing to 
investigate, challenge and expose our humanity.   
 



PD is a performance organization committed to teaching, presenting, and performance 
under the vision of Randee Paufve. PD has a history of successful productions, including 
large-scale collaborations, site-specific work and programs that make high-caliber dance 
and choreography accessible to working artists, new audiences, and dance-lovers alike. 
Through its activities, PD engages new and seasoned artists, creating opportunities for 
mentorship and dynamic collaborations within the Bay Area dance community.  
 
Randee Paufve was awarded an Isadora Duncan Dance Award for Outstanding Individual 
Performance for her 2013-14 solo show Soil.  Previous PD works have been nominated 
for six Isadora Duncan Dance Awards.  Paufve was nominated for a 2016 Theatre Bay 
Area Choreography award for her work with San Francisco’s Cutting Ball Theater, and 
Paufve was one of the first two choreographers awarded the Della Davidson Prize for 
Innovations in Dance-Theater. The company has also been featured on National Public 
Radio’s All Things Considered.   
 
PD has been presented nationally by the Joyce SoHo Theater, Elmira College in New 
York State, Portland Institute for Contemporary Arts, On The Boards/Seattle, Max10 in 
Los Angeles, Gowanus Guest Room in Brooklyn, the Dance Complex in Boston, 
Phantom Theater in Vermont, the Harvest Chicago Contemporary Dance Festival, and 
the Booking Dance Festival at Lincoln Center in Manhattan.  PD was the first dance 
company to be produced by UC Davis’ Dancing On The Edge series, with inaugural 
performances at the Mondavi Performing Arts Center.  PD works have been 
commissioned and produced locally by (select list) ODC Theater, SF Dancer’s Group, 
Summerfest Dance, San Francisco Performance Festival, PUSHfest, West Wave Dance 
Festival, University of San Francisco, St. Mary’s College of California, and San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art/Dance Anywhere.   
 
PD works have been supported by residencies at the Djerassi Resident Artists Program, 
the Ucross Foundation in Wyoming, the Red Cinder Creativity Center in Hawaii, 
Oakland’s Milkbar, and San Francisco’s SAFEhouse Resident Artist Workshop. In 2016 
Randee traveled to Portugal for a choreography residency with Daria Kaufman at 
Lisbon’s Polo Cultural Gaivotas.  In 2010 PD was awarded permanent company-in-
residence status at Shawl-Anderson Dance Center in Berkeley.  
 
PD has been funded by (select list) The Kenneth Rainin Foundation, Luna Dance 
Institute’s Choreofund Prize, SF Dancer’s Group’s Lighting Award in Dance, Zellerbach 
Family Fund, the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Clorox Company 
Foundation, CA$H, Genentech, UC Davis, Saint Mary’s College of California, 
Southwest Airlines, the Helen L. Bing Foundation, Portland’s Regional Arts and Culture 
Council, and Shawl-Anderson Center. 
 
Paufve | dance Programs 
PD curates and presents several annual programs designed to build community, foster 
artistic dialogue, and provide mentorship between emerging and established artists. Bare 
Bones is a curated, low-tech performance series inviting choreographers to present new 
work in an informal venue. 8x8x8, initiated in response to the lack of affordable 



performance spaces in the Bay Area, challenges eight choreographers to create work for 
an Oakland nightclub. These programs encourage new ways of creating and presenting 
choreography, while the low ticket prices make contemporary dance accessible and 
affordable to new audiences. Additionally, PD hosts an annual Solo Choreography 
Workshop; a month-long class series designed to afford new and seasoned artists the 
opportunity to refine their compositional craft. Finally, PD’s newest event, Four Fridays 
demystifies the choreographic process, inviting the audience into the rehearsal process for 
PD’s latest work over the course of four consecutive Fridays.  
 


